love life
living a life of love in our sunday meeting

Loving those on the inside
Where to start?
Perhaps above all else, God is a God of abundant love. In fact God Himself is the
very epitome of love - ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:16). So, ‘whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him’.
Because of this, as followers of Christ Jesus, love ought to be ever present in our thoughts:
- we’ll be showing people the love of God in Christ Jesus;
- we’ll be wanting people to grow to love Him for themselves;
- and of course we’ll be trying to live lives of love ourselves.
For the next few weeks we’re going to be spending some time thinking about how we can
enhance our ‘love lives’, in particular in our Sunday meetings.
➡

To know how to better love one another it helps to think of specifics. What different
‘groups’ of people can you think of who would be present at our sunday meeting and who
would need to be loved in specific ways?

-

-

Discussion starter
For the rest of this study we’re going to be thinking about how to better love ‘those on the
inside’ (that is those who regularly attend our sunday meeting, who are involved in a growth
group and who have a network of relationships at church).
1.

In what ways do you feel loved during our time together on Sunday?

2.

In what ways could you feel more loved at our main meeting?

3.

As we seek to love one another, what do you think our aim should be?

Digging deeper
To better love one another we need to be clear what our aim in ‘loving’ one another is.
4.

Read Hebrews 10:19-31. What is the good news of these verses (19-21)? Five times
we’re urged ‘Let us ...’, what are we to do (22-25)? What should we expect if we
don’t (26-31)? How would you summarise the aim of loving one another from these
verses?

5.

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. Peter gives some commands in these verses, what are they
(8-9)? What are our gifts to be used for? Why (7, 11)? How would you summarise the
aim of loving one another from these verses?

The hard work of ‘loving one another’
As those who are united to Christ and who are members of the church, we seek to
live lives of love so that God will be glorified and so that none of us will be found
to have fallen short of God’s promised rest (Heb 4:1).
6.

Practically, what will it look like to be obeying the commands mentioned in 1 Peter 4 on an
average Sunday at church?

7.

What do you think it means to ‘faithfully administer God’s grace in its various forms’ (1
Peter 4:10)? How can you do that this coming Sunday?

8.

Can you think of something we could be doing better as a church family to love one
another and to make sure we’re helping each other ‘hang in there’? How can you help make
this a reality?

study 2

Loving those on the outer

Discussion starter
In this study we’re going to be thinking about how to better love ‘those on the outer’ (that is
those who perhaps semi-regularly attend our sunday church meeting, who may not be
involved in a growth group, who don’t have a network of relationships at church and who
rarely hang around after the formal part of the sunday meeting or attend social events).
1.

Why do you think people might fit into this category?

2.

Do you think you fit into this category? If so, why do you think that is?

3.

Does it matter if people are in this category? Why/Why not?

4.

Does talking about people as ‘on the outer’ make you feel awkward? Why/Why not?
What is helpful or unhelpful about using such language?

Digging deeper
5.

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. How is the church (a gathering of believers) described
here? What appeals most to you about this description? What do you think these
verses have to say about what our attitude should be towards people ‘on the outer’?

6.

Read Romans 12:6-16. What gifts are mentioned in these verses? Do you think any of
these may be particularly helpful in ‘loving those on the outer’? What do you think
these verses have to say about what our attitude should be towards people being
(and staying) ‘on the outer’?

The hard work of ‘loving one another’
6.
7.

Practically, what will it look like to be living as ‘one body’ on a sunday?

Think of someone who you think is ‘on the outer’ in your church. Think of something you
can do this week to love them and help them share in our fellowship. (Try and do it this
Sunday ... and if you can’t, try again the following Sunday, or the Sunday after that! Keep
loving, ‘Love never fails’)

study 3

Loving those from the outside

Discussion starter
In this study we’re going to be thinking about how to better love ‘those from the
outside’ (that is those who are newcomers or visitors at our sunday meeting).
1.

Do you think our meeting is appealing for newcomers? Why/Why not?

2.

Why might someone visit a church? Why do you think someone would stay in a church?

3.

Is it essential for us to be a welcoming church? Why/Why not?

Digging deeper
4.

Read Ephesians 4:1-6; 1 John 3:14-18; Galatians 6:10; John 13:34-35; Romans 12:9-17;
Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-35. What do these example of the early church show about
their attitude toward fellowship and community? Is it essential for us to be a
welcoming church?

5.

Read the following passages. What does each passage tell us about God’s character
and how we ought to act? Is there a command in the passage that applies to
welcoming? How can we apply this teaching practically in the way we as a church
welcome and love ‘those from outside’? Is it essential for us to be a welcoming
church?
Leviticus 19:33-34
Luke 14:12-14
Titus 1:5-9
Matthew 25:31-46

6.

Luke 15:1-7
Hebrews 13:1-2
Psalm 23
Acts 28:30-31

Read the following passages from James. What stands out to you from each passage?
Do they feel like a rebuke or an encouragement? How can we apply the teaching
from these passages practically in the way we as a church welcome and love ‘those
from outside’?
James 2:1-4

James 2:14-17

James 5:19-20

The hard work of ‘loving one another’
7.
Remember, our primary goal is not to make newcomers feel ‘warm and
fuzzy’, but to love them - and that means helping them know and follow Jesus. If we’re ever
going to talk to someone about Jesus it’s when they come to our sunday meeting. Think about
how you could be prepared to turn a conversation with a newcomer to Jesus.
8.
How did you feel the last time you went to a function where you didn’t know anyone?
What things could other people have done to put you more at ease?
Now apply this to welcoming at church: identify 4 practical things you could do to improve your
welcoming. How can you make it happen?

