Central Productions

Know Jesus
Know Life

learning about what Jesus did
7 Studiesin John's Gospel
John5-11






Prayer Points

Contents

This Study has been licensed for use by

©2000 Dave Thurston

Please contact Central Sydney Presbyterian Church for Informationand orders
68 Railway Ave, Stanmore 2068, NSW Australia
0295907474
davejt@ozemail.com.au

WWW.CSpC.org.au



Prayer Points

Calendar




Prayer Points

John5

Jesus in this next large section seems to time his actions
around the ‘feasts of the Jews’

Jesusis moving back into dangerous territory previously he
had exited Judea by the quickest route possible because of
the interest of the Jews but now he ismoving back. What
should we expect?

1. Whywould Jesus ask the lame man if he wanted to get
well?

2. Whatwere the blind, lame and paralysed waiting for?

3. Whatdid the lame man expect would happen if he got
inthe water first? v7

4. How does Jesus word/action operate as a response to
the lame man'sanswer? v8

5. Whatishighlighted in the description of Jesus' heal -
ing?v9

Feasts

The feasts were times
of celebration. At
the feasts the Jews
acknowledged God
as his Provider but
recorded the Lord's
unbounded and free
favour to a chosen
people whom he
delivered.

Feast of Unleavened
Bread or Passover
was established to
commemorate the
historical deliver-
ance from Egypt

Feast of Tabernacles
(Booths) remembers
the time when the
people wandered
and dwelt in booths
in the wilderness. the
desert after the
Exodus.

Feast of Dedication
originally celebrated
the winter solstice,
but later commemo-
rated the cleansing
of the Temple

Feast of Weeks (or
Pentecost) marks the
end of the barley
harvest. It was a
celebrationand
thanksgiving of a
redeemed people
whom God had been
delivered from Egypt
and given them
provisions by way of
the grain harvest.



10.

11.

12

13.

14

What questions does it raise?

What issignificantabout the timing of the miracle? v9

What did ‘the Jews' accuse the ‘no longer lame man’ of
doing?v10

What person was given this law in Exodus?

What issurprising about ‘the Jews' next question? v12

What isshocking about the man'sanswer to ‘the Jew's
accusation about breaking the Sabbath? vl

Why would Jesus have slipped away into the crowd?

What do you think Jesus is referring to when he says to
the man‘stop sinning? v14

What does the man’s informing on Jesus tell you about
how he responded to Jesus' warning? v15
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22. What were the differing responses to the sign?

23. Whatwas the Sanhedrin’s concern?

24. What did Ciaphas mean by his prophecy and how did
itreally work out?

25, Isthisareversal of the spiritual statement with the
physical interpretation?

26. Read v54-57 how does it set the scene for what will
follow?

For Group Discussion
How do we handle things when God seemstardy in re-
sponding?

15, Howisthismanaclassic study of the nature of sin?

The Jews take the issue of breaking the law up with Jesus
himself. It'simportant to recognise that Jesus healing so
many people on the Sabbath wasn't because he forgot what
day it was- Jesuswas actively healing on the Sabbath be-
cause it was a demonstration of whom he was and what he
wasonabout.

16. How does Jesus' response to the Sabbath breaking ac-
cusations demonstrate this? v17

17. Howdoyou know he was understood? v18

In the following section Jesus defends himself against the

charge of being a‘'Sabbath breaker' and ‘blasphemy’.

Readv19-30

18.  Howmight Jesus ‘father'/son apprenticeship under
Joseph the carpenter, demonstrate a similar set of
ideas in these versesin relationship to Jesusand God
the Father?

19. What things has the Father shown Jesus and given him

the task of doing?

20. Howdoesthe resurrection relate to the healing of the
lame man and the Sabbath?



Inv19-25 Jesus seems to be saying with his coming all that
the Jews have longed for has come, judgement and resurrec-
tion,and in 26-30 that these hopes will be brought about
by himinthe future

Readv3l1-47
21. What isthe major theme in thissection?

22. DoesJesus testify about himself?

23. Ifhedidwhatwould happen?

24. What witnesses does Jesus have and what weight does
he give them?

25. Onwhomdid they base their accusation of Jesusasa
law-breaker?

26. Whatistheirony inwho their accuser is?

For Group Discussion
How can we avoid being like the lame man who was
healed?

Why does Jesus introduce the theme of the resurrection in
suchaprominentway in thissection?

15. Do you think Jesus understood what he was about to
do?

16. Sowhy did he weep?

17. How limited did the crowd think Jesus wasv37?

18. Readv38-44 aloud three times and then close your
eyesand imagine it. Write down how it impacts you.

19. How dowe know Lazarus was really dead?

20. How stheraising of Lazarus a climax of the plot of John
sofar?

21, What does thissign say about who Jesus is?



10.

11.

12

13,

14

How mightitwork inour life?

Jesusis probably in Perea, (10v40) but tarries two days
more before heading back to Judea. Jesus heading
back to Judea raises concerns about his safety, which he
dismisses. What reason does Jesus give for returning?

The disciples response is a familiar patternin John, de-
scribeit.

Verses 17-19 paint the scene very well—put it in your
ownwords.

Inthe interaction between Jesus and Marthav21-27 do
you think she displays insight into who Jesus isand
what he ison about? How?

Do you think she understood really?

What s Jesus' response to Mary's questioning plea?

John 6

We need constantly to avoid the mistake of reading the
New Testament as if there was no Old Testament. Because
asJesusreveals hisidentity he is constantly drawing on
ideas and themes of the story of God's people in the past. It is
only aswe understand his actions as the intentional employ-
ment of images of God'sactions in Israel's past that we will
understand the significance of what he is saying in the gos-
pelsand then move to what it means for us.

1. Whenandwhere does thisaction take place?

2. Where dothese ideas congregate in the Old Testament
stories?

3. Readv5-6.What do you think Jesus was testing the
disciplesabout?

4. HowwasPhilip approaching the problem?v7

5. Howmuch could the people be given evenwith large
resources of eight months of wages? v7



10.

11,

12.

13,

How is Andrew’s response different and yet the same to
that of Philip’s?

There isno doubt that the mention of the ‘grass’ in verse
10 could be anindication that this is an eye witness ac-
count butitmay also be a key to what is going on here.
Where else in the Bible does it mention green grass or
green pastures?

How might Psalm 23 help us understand this account of
Jesus' ministry?

Whatdid Jesusdo?

How do we know that Jesus provided more than the
discipleswere able to ask orimagine? v12-13

What might the 12 baskets symbolise?

How did ‘the people'respond to thisastounding sign?

Why?

John 1l

Find where Bethany isonamap inabible atlas if you
have one.

Why would John mention something here, which isgo-
ing to happen later v2?

John'sintroduction of Martha and Mary almost assumes
we know them. How might this be s0?

What did Martha an Mary expect would happen once
the message had been sent?

How is Lazarus described v3?

How is Jesus' response to the news of Lazarus' sickness
parallel hisanswer to the disciples' question in 9v2?

How does v5 work in the context?



10. Why isJesusso elusive? Look back and note how many
times he escapes their attempts to get him.

For Group Discussion
Whoare the other sheep mentioned inv16?

14, Why did Jesus withdraw?

15. Whatdidn'tthey understand?

16. Readverse 16-21. Whatsimilar ideas does this passage
have with the first Passover aswell as Psalm 23?

17. Fromthisaction whois Jesussaying he is?

The crowd realises that Jesus hasslipped through their ‘net’
despite their watchfulness and beginsasearch of the area
v22-24.

18. The people find Jesus on the other side of the lake and
ask, “When did he get there?” Jesus' response seems a
little disconnected from the question but we have seen
inanumber of other places where Jesus deals with the
real problem rather than the presenting one. Where
else has questions raised by others been answered in this
way?

19. With Nicodemus and the Woman of Samaria, Jesus
turnsthe conversation towho he isand what heison
about. How do verses 26-29 follow the same pattern?

Emperor Tiberius
AD.141037.
Herod the Great
owed his kingship
to Rome and its
Emperors. One
way of flattering
the imperial ego
was to build tem-
ples to the Emper-
ors. This would not
have been a popu-
lar move in Galilee
s0 the next best
thing was to name
something after
him - like a lake or
atown.



20. Whatisstrange about the request the crowd makes in
verses 30-32?

21. By whatsteps does Jesus lead the crowd to the disclo-
sure of hisidentity v32-35?

22. How do the crowd respond to the call to do the work of
Godv36?

23. Inverses 37-40, how does Jesus describe his mission?

24. InJohn'sgospel knowing Jesus' true origin isessential in
believing him and acknowledging his authority. How
do the Jews dismiss the claim of Jesus that he came
down from heaven?

25. Whatsignificance might there be in the multiple use of
the word‘grumble’?

Verses43-51formavery tight piece of argument. Jesusim-
pliesthat their unwillingness to believe is because the Fa-
ther has not drawn them. If the Father drew them they

What light does the Ezekiel passage shed on the situa-
tion Jesusisin?

Inv19 we are told that the ‘Jews were again divided' flip
back and see how many times this has been mentioned.
What does it say about Jesus' ministry?

What is the Feast of Dedication?

What does Jesus attribute the Jews' inability to believe
that he isthe Christv26-29?

As Jesus become clearer in hisself-revelation the oppo-
sition becomes more strident and murderous. How does
Jesus defend his claim to be ‘one’ with the Father?



John 10

Asbackground to thisweeks study read Psalm 23 and Eze-
kiel 34.

1. Whyshould the Jews have understood the figure of
speech v1-6 that Jesuswas using?

2. Whatrelationship does it bear to chapter 9?

3. Verses 7-18 therefore become an explanation of v1-6.
What is Jesus saying about who he isand what he is
goingtodo?

4. Whoare tobe identified as the negative charactersin
the parable?

would trust Jesus hissent one. Knowing and believing in
God'ssent one isa matter of eternal life and resurrection.
The bread in the previous Exodus didn't bring life they died.
But if anyone eats the true bread — Jesus they will live for-
ever,

26. What iseating Jesus flesh and blood a metaphor for?

27. How dothe disciples—a larger group that the twelve—
respond to this teaching v60?

28. How does Jesus respond — does he ease off and soften his
stance?

29. How dothe disciples respond?

30. Why would Jesus do this?

31 How does Peter's response show us how identity and
duty are interdependent?



32. Ifyou were reading John's gospel for the first time how
would you react to the news that Jesus was going to be
betrayed by one of hisdisciples?

For Group Discussion
How does this passage show us the danger of not reading the
Old Testament?

How does this study show us the unhelpfulness of not keep-
ing the person and work of Jesus Christ together?

14.

15,

15.

16.

17.

Inv27 onwards the man born blind becomes ascathing
critique of the unwillingness of the authorities to be-
lieve and an advocate for Jesus. How?

Given Jesus' statement in 9v3 what does the statement
by the authoritiesin v34 demonstrate?

Jesus isobviously behind the scenes watching those he
has dealt with (v35) he comes to the man born blind and
makes the challenge to believe. How does the man
demonstrate an extra ordinary degree of insight into
who Jesusis?

What do you think ‘worship’ means in this context?

How does Jesus summary of his ministry fit this story so
well?

For Group Discussion
What can we learn about sickness and its relationship to

sin?

What does this story teach us about the nature of the signs?



10.

11.

12

13.

When we compare the lame man with the blind man
what does the blind man know that the lame man does-
nt?

Inwhat way is the man’s answer inv12 reminiscent of
one of the major themes in John’s gospel?

What occupies the Pharisees attention concerning the
signv16?

What conclusion do the Pharisees draw from this mi-
raculoussign about Jesus' place of originv16?

Inall of this we will see a process of coming to know who
Jesus ison behalf of the blind man. Who does he think
Jesusiswhen asked by the Phariseesv17?

Read v18-23 in what ways is this an indication of the
mounting animosity between Jesus and the authorities?

What s brilliant about the ‘blind’ man’s answer to the
Pharisees ‘editorial comment about Jesus?

L

John 7-8v12

What is the Feast of the Tabernacles about? (Deut 16.13)

Jesus has previously moved to Galilee when he has
been threatened in Judea, but now there isa level of
opposition appearing notonly in Galilee but in hisown
family. What reason do Jesus' brothers give asto why
they expect himto go to Jerusalemv3-5?

What s ‘the world' in John's gospel?

How does Jesus respond to his brothers' tauntand what
reason(s) does he give?

How important is the idea of ‘the right time’in John'’s
Gospel?

What impact has Jesus made on the ‘world' of Jerusalem
v10-13?

Inthe middle of the Feast Jesus begins to teach. His
teaching provokes questions as to its origin. Where does
Jesus' teaching come fromv16?



10.

11,

12,

13.

14.

The boast and confidence of the Jews in the Law of
Moses was empty, why v19?

Inwhatway did Jesus raise aman to life?

Verse 25-3lisall about origin again. How do these
versesshow a familiar failure to see properly?

What s the irony of v27 that we see because we have
read the first few verses of John chapter 1?

Inwhat way does Jesus' conversation about the future
parallel the difficulties with origin?

How do the authorities respond to the people beginning
tobelieve in Jesusv32?

Verses 33-36 have the familiar ring of a statement by
Jesus about a‘spiritual’ reality and a misunderstanding
by hisreadersat a physical level What does Jesus
mean?

John 9

Thisisone of the best stories in any of the gospels.

1. Inchapter 8vl2 whodid Jesussay he was?

2. Readthewhole of chapter 9 and then read chapter 5v1-
15 write a list of comparisons and contrasts.

3. Whydo the disciples ask this question?

4. Whatisthesignificance of Jesus' answer for thisman
and his parents?

5. Whenisthe night coming that Jesus speaks of in v4?

6. Whywould Jesus heal thisway v6-7?



12, How farwrong is the charge of being ‘demon pos-
sessed'?

13. Readv48-59 Jesus introduces the theme, indirectly, of
resurrected life v51. How do his opponents respond?

14. The Jews realised more and more the extravagant
claims Jesus was making and tried to press home on him
the stupidity of such claims but Jesus keeps on making
bigger and bigger claims. What does he ultimately
claiminvs8?

For Group discussion
What makes human beings blind to the truth about God?

How canwe recapture inour lives the stunning truth that
Jesusis God himself?

15. The Spiritis God inus- areturnto Edenand beyond.
How does the theme of God's presence feature through-
outthe OT?

16. Whatare the differing responses to Jesus' disclosure?

17. Readv45-52doyouthink itwould have made any
difference to the Pharisees and chief priests if they
knew where Jesus has come from?

18. What movement forward has Nicodemus made?

For Group discussion

How does the ‘giving of the Spirit' form a focus for the end
time promises Jesus has been talking about?

Do we really believe God dwellsin us now by his Spirit?



John 8v13-59

Inn this section Jesus shifts his attention to the light that he
brings.

1. Isthe ideaof Jesus being the light of the world new to us
or have we heard it before? Read chapter L

2. ThePhariseespick up on Jesus previous statement
about not testifying about himself (John 5v31) and
challenge him about the validity of his testimony. How
does Jesus discount their objection?

3. Where Jesus has come from and where he isgoing is
crucial toany understanding of what Jesus is on about.
Why?

4. Whatisthe irony withinv19-20?

5. Inv21-30Jesus issaying things to the Jewish nation
thatare incredibly offensive. What are they?

10.

11

What isthe 'lifting up’ Jesus is talking about?

Inv31-41wesee that there isa faith that is deficient.
How does Jesus expose its weakness?

Jesus' origin has been questioned throughout John's
Gospel. Now it is Jesus turn to question theirs. How do
they display that Abraham is not their father?

How do they display that God isnot their Father v42?

How devastating a critique isv43-47?

Being called a Samaritan probably means Jesus was
seento have astance against the temple. Why could
people think that?



