The Christian life is about more than just
commitment to Christ, it includes commitment to other Christians. In coming to Christ
we become part of God’s people – his
church.
While your relationship with God through
Christ is personal, God never intended it to
be private. Being part of God’s family means
you are connected, by his Spirit, to every
other believer.
In the Bible we find that God in his very
nature is relational. He is Trinity – Father, Son
and Spirit and he has designed us for
relationship with himself, and with one
another. We are created for community,
fashioned for fellowship and formed for
family.
As Christians, God has called us to be part of
his people. He has called us not just to
BELIEVE, but to BELONG.,

The aim of this leaflet
is to help you think
through becoming a
member of Coffs
Harbour Presbyterian
Church.

All those who know Christ as their personal Lord
and Saviour are already members of the body of
Christ. Formally becoming a church member
therefore is not a salvation issue. There are
certainly many true Christians who are not
formal members of a church.

So why become a member?
We ask you to commit to membership for 3
basic reasons:
• A sign of your commitment
Formally becoming a member is a visible and
tangible way for you to express your commitment to Christ as your Lord and Saviour and
your commitment to the body of Christ as your
church family. It is a sign of “belonging”. It
identifies you as being committed to our
church, rather than just being a “hanger-on”.
• As an encouragement to others
By committing to formal membership it
encourages our church family to know that
you are committed to them and that you want
to use your gifts to serve the body of Christ as
the Lord enables you.
• For your spiritual growth and
accountability
By becoming a member you are saying this
church is where you want to grow as a Christian and that you are willing to be accountable
to others as you seek to grow and mature in
Christ

Membership has responsiblities
Becoming a member means that you will
commit yourself – your time, your abilities and
your finances, to serving Christ through the
ministry of Coffs Harbour Presbyterian Church.
In addition to this, within the Presbyterian
Church, the election of new elders and the
calling of a new pastor, is entrusted only to
those who have formally committed to membership. It would be inappropriate for people
who have not formally committed themselves
to the church to hold that responsibility.

