Life in His Name
Seven Studies in John's Gospel chapters 13-17

“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name“
John 20:30-31 (NIV)

1. Living life to the full
Over the next few weeks we’ll be learning about what the devil doesn’t want you to know – life in
Jesus name. John chapters 13-17 contain Jesus’ last words to his disciples before his death. In the
final hours Jesus shared with his disciples what life would be like for them after his death - lives lived
in the power of his Spirit. It would be an era when his followers would live radical, loving, worldconfronting, God-honouring lives characterised by answered prayer and fruit bearing witness, a life
you will have if you truly love Jesus.

2. Our plan for Church and Growth Groups
We will cover much the same passages at Church and in Growth Group, over 8 weeks. Here's how the
plan looks. Your own Growth Group may shuffle things around.
Week beginning

at Church

in Growth Group

Sunday 11 October

John 20:24-31

Study 1 – John 20:24-31 & 13:1-17 - Served by Jesus

Sunday 18 October

John 13:1-17

Study 2 – John 13:18-14:14 - Trust in Jesus

Sunday 25 October

John 13:18-14:14

Study 3 – John 14:15-31 - The Spirit of Truth

Sunday 1 November

John 14:15-31

Study 4 – John 15:1-16:4 - Fruitful Witness

Sunday 8 November

John 15:1-16:4

Study 5 – John 16:5-15 - The Spirit of Truth II

Sunday 15 November

John 16:4-15

Study 6 - John 16:16-33 - Joy

Sunday 22 November

John 16:16-33

Study 7 – John 17 - Jesus’ Prayer

Sunday 29 November

John 17:1-19

Spare/Social

Sunday 6 December

John 17:20-26

-

3. Growth Group is more than a Bible Study

‘

’

We call our mid-week groups Growth Groups as a way of reminding ourselves that we aim to
grow - both in maturity as followers of Jesus, and in numbers. Growth Groups are central to what
makes our church work. We like to think in terms of growing in Growth Group and serving on Sunday.
Of course that is over-simplified, but it can help us stay focussed.
While Bible Study is the core of our Growth Group meetings, we want to ensure that they are more
than just a Bible Study. We aim to care for each other, pray together, find ways to serve one another,
and encourage each other to share the truth about Jesus with friends and family. In other words,
Growth Groups are about fellowship, service, sharing, praying, learning and challenging.

4. Some other stuff to read
Last year we studied John’s Gospel chapters 1-12 in Growth Groups and at
Church. The studies and talks are here www.kenmore.org.au/downloads .

–

Also, if you would like to get more out of our time in John’s gospel, then print off
a copy of 20 readings and questions, and do them in your own time –
www.kenmore.org.au/downloads/johns-gospel-20-readings
If you are looking for a good commentary on John’s gospel then it would be
worth investing in Don Carson’s commentary in the Pillar New Testament
Commentary series.
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5. The shape of John’s Gospel
John's gospel has long been thought to fall into halves. The 'book of signs' and the 'book of glory'. A
slightly more detailed structure is probably more helpful. For example 10:40-42 seems to conclude
the section that has come before it. 12:37ff pulls together all that has come before. So then you will
notice that 11:1-12:50 acts as a transition between Jesus 'ministry' (his teaching, miracles and so on)
and the events that lead to his sacrifice.
So the following structure is helpful to keep in mind as we read small sections of the whole. 1 It's worth
learning this outline, and should not take long to do so.
1:1-18
Introduction
1:19 – 10:42
Jesus in word and action
11:1-12:50
Transition (a trial 'resurrection' and an introduction to the king who serves)
13:1-20:31
Jesus, his cross and exaltation
21:1-25
Conclusion
We will be focussing on chapters 13-17, which in turn falls into three parts;
Chapter 13
– Washing feet and Judas’ exit
Chapters 14-16 – Jesus speaking with the remaining disciples - what has become known as the
‘farewell discourse’
Chapter 17
– Jesus’ prayer for himself, his disciples and for the world

6. Read and Pray
As we read John's gospel over the next seven/eight weeks, pray that God would convict you of the
truth – that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Pray that your faith in him might be strengthened. Pray
too, that you would be living life to the full, obeying Jesus, loving each other, bearing fruit, witnessing
to Jesus and waiting for him to return.

1

compare Carson, The Gospel According to John, pp 103-108.
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Life in His Name: Study One

Served by Jesus
Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Other Growth Groups
Thank God for those who have committed themselves to being a part of a Growth Group. Pray that each of the groups
would grow this term. (Monday at Muller’s. Four Wednesday groups, at Fletcher’s, Maule’s, Lyons’, and Blencowe’s.
Thursday at Leister’s. And the two Friday morning ladies groups).
Rachel in Eurasia
Take time to pray for Rachel as she makes new friends, settles into her course, adjusts to living routines and works out
how to best spend her time.

Bible Study
This is a time for introductions. We are going to start by reminding ourselves of why this gospel was
written. We will then introduce ourselves to John chapters 13-17 - Jesus’ final words to his disciples
before his death.
Come to the end of the gospel, where John uses an incident
involving Thomas to tell us his purpose in writing.

1.

Read John 20:24-25
How might Thomas' inability to believe impact on both
himself, and his friends?

2.

Read John 20:26-28
How do you think Thomas feels? Particularly when Jesus
addresses him?

7 Signs in John 1-12
Read John 20:29-31
3. How might Thomas have been more blessed if he had
believed the other disciples in the first place – without
having to see for himself?

4.

What in particular does John want us to believe about
Jesus, and to what end?

Think about it...
5. How does John use Thomas to demonstrate his
purpose in writing this Gospel?
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John tells us that Jesus performed many
miraculous signs – but that these have been
recorded “that you may believe”. And as we look
over John chapters 1-12 we discover that there
are seven signs recorded, along with people’s
reactions to them.
Sign 1 – John 2:1-11 – turns water into wine.
Sign 2 – John 4:46-54 – heals the official’s son
Sign 3 – John 5:1-15 – heals the invalid man Sign 4 –
John 6:1-15 – feeds over 5,000
Sign 5 – John 6:16-21 – walks on water
Sign 6 – John 9:1-41- gives sight to a man born blind
Sign 7 – John 11:1-44 – raises Lazarus from death
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John takes time to show how Thomas struggles with the truth about Jesus – that Jesus is alive. In
other words, John shows how Thomas comes to believe Jesus is all that he claims to be. It is as if we
are to identify with Thomas, and come to the same conclusion, but without the need to see for
ourselves.
John writes his gospel so that we - the reader - might believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that by
believing we might have life in his name (John 20:31). In the first 12 chapters John shows people
engaged in the same struggle that Thomas had – the struggle to ‘believe’. Then in chapters 13-17
Jesus’ attention turns from the crowds, to his small band of disciples. John shows us how Jesus
prepares them for ‘life in his name’.
Let’s get a feel for it.

6.

Read John 13:1, 3, 11, 31
What does Jesus know?

Now jump ahead to chapter 17 and notice how Jesus prays. Read John 17:13-19
7. What does this part of Jesus’ prayer reveal of his plans and desires for his disciples?

8.

9.

With that perspective, come back to and Read John 13:1-17
Have another look at verse one. Do you think John is referring to Jesus’ love shown for his
disciples in washing their feet, or his love shown for his disciples in dying their death?
And what about verse seven? What do you think Peter, with the benefit of hindsight, ought to
make of this foot-washing experience?

10. In what way does Jesus say he is an example to his disciples? (v14-16).

This foot-washing incident forms the backdrop for the next four chapters. Not only is it an example of
service, it is also a visual parable of what Jesus will do for his disciples by sacrificially dying in their
place – what he will do to make them clean!
Next week we will begin to see how Jesus prepares his disciples, and us, to live for him – trusting,
loving, serving, witnessing...
Think about it...
11. True life – life in Jesus’ name - will be characterised by humility, love and service. Look back
over John 13:1-17 and ponder Jesus’ humility and his love. Have you been served by Jesus?
Does that increase your willingness to serve others?

Some things to pray about...
-

Think about John 13:1 as you thank God for his love for us.
Give thanks to God for forgiveness and cleansing through Jesus death in our place.
Ask God for humility to serve others.
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Life in His Name: Study Two

Trust in Jesus
John 13:18-14:14

Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
KPC Kids, Crèche and KPC Youth
Give thanks for the children and youth in our church family. Pray for them, and for those who teach them on Sunday
mornings and on Friday night.

Bible Study
Recap on Last week...
a. Why does John write his Gospel?
b. What can we learn from Jesus washing his disciple’s feet?
The foot washing experience would have been uncomfortable for the disciples. But that is just the
beginning – things get worse. In the rest of chapter 13 and into chapter 14 we witness the disciples
becoming increasingly troubled as Jesus drops three bombshells.
Read John 13:18-30
1. How do the disciples react to the first bombshell - news that one
of them will betray Jesus?
2.

When Judas leaves the room, which disciples know it is he who
will betray Jesus? How do they know?

The last four words of verse 30 do more than mark the time of day – this
is a dark moment! But Jesus sees things differently...
Read John 13:31-38.
3. The disciples are pre-occupied with the fact that one of them will
betray Jesus. Meanwhile, what are Jesus’ concerns? (v31-34)
4.

Jesus says a number of things – but Peter can’t see past Jesus’
second bombshell. What is it that Peter latches onto? (v36ff)

5.

What is the third bombshell Jesus drops? (v38)
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The disciple Jesus loved
A number of times John refers to
the disciple whom Jesus loved
(13:23, 19:26, 21:20). And in the
end he says “This is the disciple
who testifies to these things and
who wrote them down.” So in all
probability John refers to himself
as the disciple Jesus loved.
At first glance this way of speaking
may seem snobbish or elitist. But
perhaps we are supposed to read
it differently.
Perhaps John is
instead
acknowledging
his
indebtedness to Jesus. Perhaps he
is expressing his wonder that Jesus
would love him enough to give his
life for him? He may simply be
underlining
that
he
now
recognises Jesus' love for him.
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Can you imagine the feeling in that room? Jesus has told all twelve disciples
that one of them will betray him. Only Peter, John, and Judas know that Jesus is
referring to Judas – the other nine men are left guessing. And now Jesus has
openly declared that Peter will disown him! But the most shocking news
(judging by the disciple’s reaction) is that Jesus is leaving!
Jesus seems to acknowledge the tenseness of the situation. He offers words of
comfort.
Read John 14:1-3
6. What should the disciples do – instead of worrying? (v1)
7.

What is good about Jesus leaving? (v2-3)

There is much to look forward to, but confusion hangs in the air. Peter would not be in any frame of
mind to challenge Jesus again. So this time it’s Thomas.
Read John 14:4-6
8. Jesus says his disciples know the way to the place where he is going (verse 4). At first glance it
may sound like Thomas proves Jesus wrong (verse 5). But how is Jesus’ statement correct? (v6)

9.

Confusion continues – now it’s Philip’s turn to question Jesus. Read John 14:7-10
Why can’t Jesus ‘show’ the Father, in a similar way that we might introduce another person?

Jesus began by telling his disciples to believe – to trust (14:1). Now he comes back to that exhortation
– with an added twist.
Read John 14:11-14
10. Who will continue what Jesus has been doing? (v12a)
11. What will Jesus do, to make their actions greater? (v12b)
12. Why will Jesus respond to our prayers? (v13)
The disciples ought not be troubled by Jesus leaving. Jesus is leaving to prepare a place for them
(v2ff). And that’s not all. Everyone who believes in Jesus will continue what Jesus has begun proclaiming the kingdom of God. They will do even greater things, because Jesus will open the way to
God the Father. And Jesus will not leave us on our own, he will continue to respond to our requests in
prayer. Put all that together and there is nothing to be troubled about – if you trust Jesus.
Think about it...
13. Last week we saw that truly living will mean a life of humility, love and service. This week we
can add trust in Jesus. Is your life characterised by trust in Jesus? How much do you trust him?

Some things to pray about...
Thank God that Jesus has made it possible for us to be forgiven. Thank God that God hears our
prayers. And ask God to help you continue what Jesus started – proclaiming the kingdom of God.
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Life in His Name: Study Three

The Spirit of Truth
John 14:15-31

Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
The Vineys
Pray for Matt, Kerry and the kids as they are soon to be placed in a church for 2010. Pray for them as they move, settle
in, and get down to work!

Bible Study
Recap of the last two weeks...
In John 13-17 we discover what it means to truly live as we see Jesus
prepare his disciples for life after he goes. What is a life like that
characterised by;
a. ______________ , _______________ and _____________ (two weeks ago)
b. ____________ __ ________ (last week)
Last week we saw the disciples struggle to come to terms with Jesus leaving.
Jesus tells them that his going to the Father will enable those who believe in
him to continue what he has been doing and do even greater things. Today
we begin to hear what Jesus has to say about the Holy Spirit.
1.

What sort of things do you hear people say about the Holy Spirit?

Now let’s see what Jesus has to say.

2.

Read John 14:15-21
What will we do if we love Jesus? (v15 and 21)

3.

And what will Jesus do? (v16)

4.

Who is responsible for sending the Holy Spirit? (v16 cf 21)

5.

What will he (the Holy Spirit) do? (v16b, 17b)
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The ‘Counsellor’ (John 14:16)
The Greek word translated
‘counsellor’ in the NIV could be
translated ‘helper’, ‘advocate’
(as in a legal advocate),
‘representative’ or ‘comforter’
(as in giving strength). The
word means something like: ‘to
draw alongside’, ‘encourage’,
‘exhort’. But it’s not all soft and
fuzzy, it has a hard-edge – like
you see in 16:7 ff.
Here in chapter 14 the
Counsellor is identified as ‘the
Spirit of truth’. This is the third
person of the Trinity – and his
identity is tied to truth. He is no
softy! And He will give strength
to do ‘greater things’ (cf 14:1213).
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There is another puzzle to unravel. Does verse 18 refer to Jesus coming to his disciples at his
resurrection, or coming in the person of the Spirit, or coming at his ‘second coming’? It is most likely
referring to Jesus coming at his resurrection – for these reasons. Firstly, that is what verse 19 sounds
like - when Jesus rises he does not appear to everyone, just to his disciples (v19). Also the disciples will
enjoy eternal life, because Jesus does (v19). Secondly, it is the resurrected Jesus who asks God the
Father to send the Spirit. That is, the coming of the Spirit is conditional upon the death and
resurrection of Jesus. 2
So what do we make of verse 18? Jesus is comforting his disciples by saying that his death will not be
the end, he will rise again, and he will ask God to send The Spirit. If the disciples love Jesus, they will
obey him and the Holy Spirit will dwell in them.
We also learn a bit about the Holy Spirit. He is spoken of as a ‘person’ (v17) – he is a person of the
Trinity. And just as Jesus submits to God the Father, so the Spirit submits to both the Father and the
Son (v16).

6.

Let’s read on. Read John 14:22-24
It sounds like Judas is questioning Jesus’ apparent favouritism. How does Jesus respond?

As we continue reading we are reminded that this dialogue began back in 14:1 with Jesus comforting
his disciple as they worry about what will happen when Jesus leaves them.

7.

Read John 14:25-31
What will the Spirit do? How does this fit with his title - ‘the Spirit of truth’ - back in verse 17?3

8.

Why should the disciples be glad to see Jesus go? (v28ff)

9.

What does the world need to learn about Jesus? (v31)

Think about it
10. What does this passage teach us about the nature of the Trinity? How do the Father, Son and
Spirit interact?
11. What does this passage teach us about the Holy Spirit and his role in the life of a Christian?
How does this compare with the things you shared back in Question 1.
Two weeks ago we saw that truly living will mean a life of humility, love and service. Last week we
added truly living will be characterised by trust in Jesus. This week we can add - a life guided by the
Spirit, guided to be obedient to God’s word.

Some things to pray about...
Thank God that he has not left us alone. Ask God to work in you by his Spirit to remind you of Jesus’
word, and help you be obedient.
2
3

Compare Carson, D. A. The Gospel According to John, page 502.
Notice that the original disciples who had ‘heard’ Jesus – stand to benefit most from the coming of the Spirit!
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Life in His Name: Study Four

Fruitful Witness
John 15:1-16:4

Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
Pray for Happi and Etu
And their work with young people in Bangladesh.
Friends and Family
Ask for opportunities to speak with family members who need to respond to the truth about Jesus.

Bible Study
Recap...
As we work through John’s Gospel chapters 13ff we see Jesus preparing his disciples for life after he
has gone. From what we have seen so far - what will this life be like?
This week we see Jesus preparing his disciples for fruitful obedience – love and witness, despite
opposition from the world. He does so by using a metaphor – the image of a vine and its branches.
We’ll look at the metaphor (v1-8), it’s explanation (v9-17), and then some implications (v18ff).
a. The metaphor – remain in the vine

1.

Read John 15:1-8
What part do these persons play in this metaphor?
i.
Jesus
ii.
God the Father
iii.
the disciples
iv.
others

2.

How is the vine pruned? (v3) 4

3.

Why is it important to remain in the vine? (v4ff)

4.

How is God the Father glorified? (v8)

Think about it
5. Where do you think we fit into Jesus’ vine imagery?

4

In your bible, notice the footnote on ‘prunes’ in verse 2. This helps understand verse 3.
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b. The explanation – remain in Jesus’ love

6.

Read John 15:9-17
How do we remain in the vine? (v9-11 cf v4ff)

7.

And what is Jesus’ command? (v12-13)

8.

How are Jesus’ friends, different to servants? (v14-16)

9.

Why did Jesus choose the disciples? (v16)

Think about it
10. What sort of fruit should Jesus’ friends bear? Is it obedience, love for one-another, witness to
Jesus, all of the above, or something else?

Jesus has used a ‘vine’ metaphor (v1-8) and explained and applied it (v9-17). Jesus wants his disciples
to remain in his love, to be obedient, and to serve as friends who know God’s business (v15). He wants
his friends to love each other and to go out and bear fruit (v16). In the next few verse we discover
that livening like this will both generate opposition and bring condemnation.
c.

Some implications
Read John 15:18-25
11. Why does the world hate Jesus’ friends? (v18-21)
12. Speaking the truth about God does not always have a positive outcome. What does Jesus say
will happen to some in verses 22-25?
Read John 15:26-16:4
13. What should the disciples do when the Holy Spirit comes?
14. Why has Jesus told his disciples these things?

Think about it
15. Jesus was preparing his disciples for the time immediately following his death, and
resurrection. So where do you think we fit in all this?
16. Over the last couple of weeks we have seen that truly living will mean a life of humility, love,
service, and trusting in Jesus. This week we can add, obedience and bearing fruit. We can also
expect opposition from the world. Does your life bear fruitful witness to Jesus?

Some things to pray about...
Ask God to help you bear faithful witness to Jesus, in spite of opposition. Pray that your life would
characterised by obedience to God and love for others.
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Life in His Name: Study Five

The Spirit of Truth II
John 16:4-15

Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
Christmas Carols and Gingerbread Evening
Pray that both evenings would come together well, and pray for those you would like to invite.
Friends and Family
Ask for opportunities to speak with family members who need to respond to the truth about Jesus.

Bible Study
Recap...
Have a look over Study 3. List things that we discovered about the Holy Spirit in John 14.

But they DID ask you!!!
In John 16:5-6 Jesus says...

Last week we heard that the world opposes both Jesus, and his friends.
While Jesus is with his disciples he can protect them, and he does (cf
17:12). But he is leaving. Let’s read what happens next.

“Now I am going to him who sent me,
yet none of you asks me, ‘where are
you going?’ Because I said these
things you are filled with grief.”

But back in 13:36 Peter asked...
“Lord, where are you going?”

Read John 16:4-11
1.

Why are the disciples filled with grief? (v4b-6)

2.

Why shouldn’t they grieve? (v7)

3.

What will the Spirit do? (v8)

It will be painful for the disciples to see Jesus go – but it is for the best. If
Jesus dies, rises and ascends to be with God the Father, then everything
will be complete. And Jesus will not leave them alone either, he will send
the Spirit. We’ve read similar things already, but there is more...

Yes, there appears to be a
contradiction here. Unless Jesus
understood that Peter’s question
was driven not so much by
wanting to know where Jesus was
going, as by angst that he is going
at all. Peter was really asking a
different question... “why are you
going?” or “why do you have to
leave?”... if you understand what I
mean.
This seems to be what Jesus
implies when he says...
Because I said these things you are
filled with grief.”
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... the Spirit reveals the world’s guilt in regard to sin, guilt in regard
to false righteousness, and guilt in regard to false judgement of
others. Verses 9-11 unpack verse 8 for us.
- The Spirit convicts the world of guilt in regard to sin –
because the world has rejected Jesus.
- The reason the Spirit convicts of false righteousness is
because the Spirit will take over where Jesus left-off.
- And the reason the Spirit convicts of false judgement is
because the prince of false judgement now stands
condemned – Jesus has conquered him (or will in his death
and resurrection).
Think about it
4. How do you think the Spirit convicts the world of guilt? Discuss...

The Spirit has a fairly negative role in convicting the world of guilt. Let’s see what else Jesus says about
the role of the Spirit in the lives of the disciples.

5.

Read John 16:12-15
Why doesn’t Jesus tell the disciples more? (v12)

6.

How will the Spirit finish what Jesus leaves un-said (v13)

7.

How will the Spirit bring glory to Jesus? (v14-15)

Think about it...
8. Should this passage lead us to expect the Holy Spirit to speak anything new or novel?

These verses refer to the work of the Spirit in the lives of the original disciples who were with Jesus
and heard him speak (cf. 14:26, 15:27, 16:12). The Spirit guides them into fully appreciating the truth
found in Jesus (John 14:6 – “I am the way the truth and the life...”). The Holy Spirit does not reveal
anything new. Even the reference to ‘tell you what is yet to come’ in 16:13 can be read as a reiterative
announcement – that is, spelling out the significance of Jesus death, resurrection and ascension. 5
Think about it...
9. How do we benefit from the work of the Spirit in the lives of the original disciples?
10. Look back over this study, including the ‘recap’ of study 3. Discuss what you have found
interesting, surprising, or un-expected about what John tells us about the Holy Spirit.

Some things to pray about...
Thank God for continuing to convict us of guilt – through the work of the Holy Spirit. And thank God
for the way the Spirit enabled the disciples to understand the truth about Jesus, and to testify to it –
despite persecution and even death.

5

Compare Carson, D. A. The Gospel According to John, page 540.
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Life in His Name: Study Six

Joy
John 16:16-33
Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
Rachel in Eurasia
Take time to pray for Rachel as she approaches her first Christmas – and for the opportunities that may bring.
Friends and Family
Ask for opportunities to speak with family members who need to respond to the truth about Jesus.

Bible Study
Recap...
a. As we work through John’s Gospel chapters 13ff we see Jesus preparing his disciples for life
after he has gone. From what we have seen so far - what will this life be like?
b. What role will the Holy Spirit play in the lives of the disciples after Jesus goes to be with God
the Father?
Today’s passage moves from speaking about the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ final words to his disciples
before his departure. His departure is near, it will happen ‘in a little while.’
In a little while....

1.

Read 16:16-24
What can’t the disciples understand?(v16-18)

2.

How does Jesus say their experience will be similar to a mother
giving birth? (v19-22)

3.

How will things be better once their grief turns to Joy? (v22-24)

4.

Will they ever lose their joy? (v22)

When Jesus says “in a little while you will not see me, then you will see me” it makes most sense for
him to be speaking about his death, followed by his resurrection. The disciples joy therefore begins at
Jesus’ resurrection. Life in Jesus’ name – really living – is characterised by joy.
“The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.” John 20:20b (NIV)
Think about it
5. Do you think we should expect to experience the same joy that the disciples? How?
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A time to speak plainly...
Back in 16:12 Jesus had more to say, more than the disciples could cope with. But things will be
different when the Spirit arrives – then they will understand. It would seem that Jesus has the arrival of
the Spirit in mind as he continues...
Read 16:25-33
6. What does Jesus say will happen in the future? (v25-27)
6.

The disciples recognise Jesus comes from God, but do you think they really understand what
Jesus is talking about? What makes you think this? (v29-31)

7.

What needs to happen first, before the time when Jesus says he will speak plainly? (v32-33)

After Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension, and the sending of the Spirit, his disciples will fully grasp all
that Jesus has been saying to them (in chapters 13-17). In addition, they will be able to come to God
directly, without the need of intermediaries or priests (v24).
Though the disciples think they understand (v29), they do not. Not yet. There is a load of grief to
come first. So the ‘farewell discourse’ closes on a similar note to chapter 13 – with Judas’ betrayal of
Jesus looming. With the disciples confused. And Jesus confident in the future.
Think about it
8. We live in a new era the time after Jesus resurrection and ascension. After the giving of the
Spirit. What implications ought that have for the way we read the Bible, and the way we pray?

–

9.

Is your life characterised by love for Jesus and trust in him. Do you know the joy of
forgiveness and are you bearing fruitful witness? Are you humble, loving, and obedient. Are
you really living? What do you reckon?

Some things to pray about...
Thank God for the tremendous privileges that are ours. The joy of forgiveness. Understanding God’s
plans and purposes. Being able to know God, and to approach God in prayer.
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Life in His Name: Study Seven

Jesus’ Prayer
John 17

Praying Together
Pray for some of the things you have already discussed since arriving. Share any other concerns and also pray for:
Church Family
Have a look over a couple of pages in the church photo-directory, and pray for a few of the people you see there.
Other Churches
Talk about and pray for friends in other churches.
Friends and Family
Ask for opportunities to speak with family members who need to respond to the truth about Jesus.

Bible Study
Recap...
This is our final week in John’s Gospel. Have a flick over the last six studies and share things you have
learnt, been reminded of, or found interesting.

We are going to spend some time considering the prayer Jesus prayed before he was arrested. This
comes after the ‘farewell discourse’, but is closely linked to it. You will notice the same themes running
through Jesus’ prayer – and you will see, again, the extent of his love for his disciples (cf 13:1).

1.

Read John 17:1-5
What does Jesus ask for himself? (v1, 5)

2.

What work did God the Father give Jesus to do? (v2)

3.

How does Jesus define eternal life? (v3)

4.

How does Jesus glorify God the Father? (v4)

Think about it
5. Would you have thought to describe eternal life in the way Jesus does? Discuss.
Next Jesus turns to pray specifically for his disciples, and we notice many of the same concerns as the
previous chapters.

6.

Read John 17:6-19
What has Jesus done for those God has given him? (v6ff) How had he done this? (v8)
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7.

How has glory come to Jesus? (v10)

8.

What danger does Jesus pray against? (v11-12)

9.

What else does Jesus pray for his followers (v13-19)

Think about it
10. How does Jesus ‘sanctify’ us?

In the final section of his prayer he turns to pray for those who are not yet
his ‘friends’.
Read John 17:20-25
11. How does Jesus pray for those that are not yet believers? (v20ff)
12. Why does Jesus want his followers to be united? (v23)
13. What motivates Jesus ? (v24ff)
Think about it
14. On what is our unity as Christians based?

We’ve covered a lot in six weeks. We’ve seen Jesus serve his disciples by washing their feet – a visual
metaphor of the washing from sin that will be made possible through the cross. We’ve listened to
Jesus prepare his disciples for his departure and we’ve heard his prayer.
In the final hours Jesus shared with his disciples what life would be like for them after his death - lives
lived in the power of his Spirit. It would be an era when his followers would live radical, loving, worldconfronting, God-honouring lives characterised by answered prayer and fruit bearing witness, a life
you will have if you truly love Jesus.
Think about it
15. Go back and read John 13:1. How have we seen Jesus’ love for his disciples in chapters 13-17,
and in Jesus’ prayer? How does this love motivate you to pray?

Some things to pray about...
Thank God for his love expressed through Jesus. Pray that we would bring glory to God as we live life
in Jesus’ name.
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